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wr. ao6eph Ae Ciorety, Ire 

Wationsl Seqretary, American Veterans Committee 
1200 Eye seule NL. 

Washington, db. ¢ 2 


Sear Br, Cloretys 


Beference is nade to your letter of 12 February 1348, } gar: 
ing personnel prosuresent polley of this Agency. 


We are beppy tc inform you that rasta paso of this agemey a5: 
euptoyed ca tho tasis of thelr individual experience 
presto ag and unquestioned layalty to the United Sta: ang mt 
Their connection with any service, social, or ay 33 qrganisal ! Lon 
ie of mo ipport uiless the crgaol cation is known to be subyersivt in 
eharaeter as listed by the of the Attorney Generil, 


Be are appreciative of your statenent of policy :ac exj lane. 
tion of the platform of the AVC. 


Distribution: PA 
Birector's file 

Deputy Director 

Exec for I&8 
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REpublic 8269 
12 February 1948 


Gear Admiral R, H. Hillenkoetter 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency 
2430 E Street, H.W. 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: 


Several members of our organization have alleged that ce -tein 
supervisery officials of the Central Intellirence . zene: “s¥e 
maintained that AVC is a Commmist—dominated organ: atic . one 
that they cannot, therefore, permit membershi:; in «VG ty heir 
employees. This certainly cannot be official Cental Ie:eili-~ 
gence Agency policy. However, since the question has et=turhed 
several of our members, I should appreciase a statement rom 
the Central Intelligence Agency on the matter. 


inasmuch as your information in regard to AVC may rot b- com 
plete I should like to set forth the followin, faet.:, pa. tjov- 
darly as relating to the charge that we are a Commtnist- ‘o#in- 
ated organisation. 


The AVG has made its-anti-Communist position clear ind +-vone 
question. The preamble to our constitutiom, shich 211 > >45ec- 
tive members are requifed to endorse before bacomin: me: 2-: ’ 
states as our purposes: *To preserve the Constitution -: the 
United States; to insure the rights of free s:eech, fre 2° By 
free worship, free assembly, and free elections; to pro. ia 
thorough social and economic security to ell; to maiatears “ull 
production and full employment in our coummtry under a st: tam 

of free enterprise .... .* 


_ 4g long ago as November, 1946, the National Plannin : Cort: ites 
ITsge AVC approved a detailed, specific statemer~ of Oopos? ton 


to Coummism from which I should like to quote several tesitonss. 


“As veterans who believe firmly in the dewocrratic Liealg -:igh. 
we have endorsed, we reject the notion that the Coumunis+ Pephy 
possesses the key to the magic formula wheceby the etter-cnt 
of human welfare can be achieved. We spurn the imgincers cc- 
operation of a minority group unquestiogtingly obeydins lei crs 
whose objectives, including a totalitarian dictatorrhip = tae 
extreme left, are irresoncilable with our owmm . .. . 
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Clifford C, Dancer "We pppose the entrance into our ranks of memserg «.° 
Rational Field Secretary the Communist Party and we shall strive LG piaverm sem, wher 
Robert L, Carter and if, by subterfuge or deesit, they gain su:a er: ‘anes, 
Director of Veterans Affairs fron attempting to use AVC as a Soundime—hoar fe: 5 - i 
Andrew L. Newnan owa porverse philosophy." 

Director of Public Relations 

and Publications Tae AVC platform ag adopted at both our national c: meaions 
Richard L, Hawkins — . to date has been specifically opposed: ty the Compeset 
Menaging Editor of AVC Party line on many issues. As a matter of far t, #? 

Bulletin has been particularly active on two major issias t: wich 
Samuel Unger the Commmists are ardently opposed, namely we nav: susported 
Business Manager the Baruch plan for international control of itemis casrgy 


and the European Recovery Program. 


At our last national convention the membership of our organizstiox anes pi: 
ence and for ull the canard of Commmist influence Within the orgsiiga. ca 
by electing a slate of national officers whose independent pooures:ivia-— 
Ancluding specific Opposition to Communisma—is unquestioned. 


AVG is a liberal organiguiden which ig proud to number among its m:noe: . 

such outstanding libsral; ag franklin D, Roosevelt, Jr., Oren Root. Jr 

and Robert 2. Mathen. Onr patriotism includes firm belief in the eat ote. 
ments of the American liberal tradition and we deeply resani untou ided 
charges linking us with the Suerican Communist Party, which we com-idei 1: 
avowed enemy of the principles of democracy and freedom to which ware tery. 
cated, 


Doubtless the supervisory officials responsible for these repeated alles. 
tions by our maubers are Unaware of the above facts and that avc hes les 
been accredited by the Veterans Adpinistration; that it hus < its only 
honorary member the Most Reverend Bernard J - Sheil, Auxiliary “ighep of 
Chicago, who has addressed both of our national conventions; and thet i; 
enjoys the expressed confidence of such militant opponent: of Comm aign 
as Hrs, Eleanor Rovacvelt, Philip Murray, Walter Reuther, Nelson Re -ke- 
feller, and many others ar comparable prominence, The ignorance of suc. 
officials of your ageacy cxplains bul duas not excuse their slender -ug 
attacks on AVC, 


I hope that I shall hear :rom you Shortly om this important sitier i w- 
can reassure our members as to the unfousded nature of the reports -eger - 
ing the position of the Central Tatellizence Agency. 


Sincerely yours, 


(signed) Joseph A, Clorety, Jr. 
Jokeph A. Clorety, Jr. 
National Secretary 


JAC rat 


‘Bistribation: yf 
Director's file 


Deputy Director 


Bree for 14s coved For Release 2003/06/26 : CIA-RDP80R01731R003000220089-2 
a ae 


